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***BEGINNING BAND***
WELCOME TO THE YELLOW JACKET BAND PROGRAM!
The start of a new school year can be quite crazy. I will do my best to provide ALL band info to you in order to get your student “plugged-in” to the most exciting band program around. The band website is updated every week- www.oakleafband.com / and this packet should help you get started.

!!!!! DO NOT GO OUT AND BUY AN INSTRUMENT YET !!!!!
1. No instrument has been assigned to a student, unless you have already spoken to me. ( There are over 100 students signed up for the Beginning Band classes, and it is my responsibility to place each student with the correct instrument, unless you already own a band instrument. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

STOP! – If you already play a band instrument and can read music---- YOU ARE IN THE WRONG CLASS! (
------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. When school starts, I will evaluate every student to find out which instrument fits them the best. I will do my best to give your child the instrument they really like, and usually it works out fine. A typical Beginning Band class consists of around: 5 flutes, 12 clarinets, 2 bass clarinets, 4 alto saxes, 
1 tenor sax, 6 trumpets, 2 french horns, 5 trombones, 2 baritones, 2 tubas, and 4 percussionists. There is a list of physical attributes that each of these instruments requires, and it is very important to the success of the student that I place them on the correct instrument. All of these slots must be filled in order for the student to be successful and the band to sound great! 
3. After the evaluations are complete, I will send home a form that has ALL the info about the instrument your student will be playing and ALL the supplies that will be needed for band. A list of music stores will also be given out and they are prepared to meet all of your needs. BE VERY CAREFUL AND DO NOT PURCHASE BAND INSTRUMENTS AT CERTAIN STORES THAT ARE NOT MUSIC STORES---THOSE INSTRUMENTS ARE CLOSER TO BEING A TOY AND NOT A LEGIT BAND INSTRUMENT. 
4. I am very excited to teach these students the basics of how to play their instrument and how to read music- its going to be awesome! CHECK OUT THE BAND WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILED INFO ON EACH INSTRUMENT. (
5. Band Calendar and Band Fees can be found attached to this letter.
6. I do have several school owned band instruments available that do not require a monthly rental fee. They are: TUBA, BARITONE, BASS CLARINET, BARI SAX, TENOR SAX, FRENCH HORN. Please see me if this applies to you.

7. REMINDER: There is a stipulation for all students interested in the PERCUSSION / “DRUMMER” slots:

a) Student must already have taken piano lessons AND can read basic music (other private lessons might be acceptable, please see me).
b) Parents must be open to private lessons with a professional percussion teacher as a supplement to what I teach everyday.
I look forward to this new school year; and I can assure you there is a place for your child in the band program if they (and the parent) want to be a part of it. ( ---Mr. Summers 213-5534
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