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Making the ‘GRADE’ in Band
First, let me say that the student truly controls their grade in the band class. The amount of practicing at home and desire to be the best young musician they can possibly be… will ultimately decide their grade.

Unlike the other core subjects, Band grades are 99.9% ‘subjectively’ calculated. Meaning: the individual musician is graded on: 

1. correctly displaying the foundational techniques on their instrument 

2. accuracy of notes and rhythms 

3. proper breathing and tone production 

4. mastery of the music they are performing for the Director

Evaluations/Tests in band are a little more complex than a ’10 question test worth 10 points each’… 

I am not only listening for the song/musical exercise to be performed perfectly, but I am also looking for ALL the other details listed above.


My standards are high! I evaluate each student based on the state band standards and then try to give them a fair numerical grade based on the standard school grading scale. I expect all band students, no matter the level, to be making A’s in their band class. 

Every level of band has a ‘Level Form’ to complete for me for the school year. There are 4 levels: Level 1 &2 –Beginning Band, Level 3- Intermediate Band, and Level 4- Concert Band. These forms list all tests/evaluations for the band the student is in. 

Here are tips on how to make the ‘GRADE’ in band:
1. Practice everyday and fill out the Practice Log. Make sure to practice the material we are working on in band class--- complete your LEVEL. ( 

2. Come to band class everyday with the instrument and supplies.

3. Be at the performances; whether you are performing or not.

4. Come before school and ask the Director for help.

5. Take private lessons from a professional musician if it is convenient for you.

6. Listen to the other musicians in class--- you might be able to learn from their performance or help them if they are struggling.

7. Dedicate yourself to being the best musician you can possibly be. Learning a band instrument and how to read music is not easy. It does take work and commitment.
Parents please call me or email me if you have questions or concerns regarding the band program. 

I look forward to another wonderful year. Let’s STRIVE to have a ‘SUPERIOR’ band program this year. 
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Florida Bandmasters Association Grading Scale:


A = Superior


B = Excellent


C = Good


D = Fair


F = Poor








Standard School Grading Scale:


A = 90-100


B = 80-89


C = 70-79


D = 60-69


F = 50-59














